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MINUTES of the Study Session of the Board of Education of the West Irondequoit Central 
School District, Town of Irondequoit, Monroe County, New York held Thursday evening, April 
9, 2015 in the Rogers School, 219 Northfield Road, Rochester, NY 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: M. Burns, S. Crowder, A. Cunningham, 

C. Perreaud, M. Seeley, J. Vay 
 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Brennan, J. Crane, S. Ertel, K. Finter, P. Kelly, C. 
Miga, T. Terranova 

 
ABSENT: R. Schultz 
 
 Visitors:  As per sign in sheet. 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

President Perreaud called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion was made by Mrs. Crowder seconded by Mr. Vay that the agenda be approved as 
presented. 

Motion Carried: 6-0-0 
 
ROGERS CLASSROOM VISITATIONS 

The Rogers staff and students at Rogers engaged the Board through the following Essential 
and Guiding questions:  
 
Essential Question:  
Using essential data, how are we realigning our instruction connected to effective 
communication of student understanding tied to complex problems and tasks in order to 
reach independent mastery of our WICSD mathematics outcomes? 
  
Guiding Questions: 
1. How are teachers utilizing the MEX and MIF resources to plan instruction that 

has students engage in the mathematics modeling cycle? 
2. What is the role of metacognition within the modeling cycle? 
3. What does this thinking look like in other arenas? 

- interpreting results/texts/experiments 
- validating answers/responses/thinking 
- transferring understanding to novel contexts 

 
STUDENT/PARENT/TEACHER RECEPTION 

The meeting recessed at 7:30 p.m. for a brief reception with the students, faculty and parents 
and resumed at 7:50 p.m. 
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ROGERS PRINCIPAL’S PRESENTATION 

Following interactions with students and staff, Mr. DesRosiers engaged the Board in a study 
focusing on math instruction and empowering students to reach independent mastery of the 
WICSD mathematic outcomes. 

 
BUDGET PRESENTATION 

Mr. Crane began the budget discussion by sharing that the updates are from the most recent 
information received from NYS.  Dr. Terranova and Mr. Brennan reviewed the budget and 
provided updates with the changes from March 19 to April 9.  The Board had the opportunity 
to comment and ask questions. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Public Comment 
District Resident/Address Issue/Concern 
Mr. Bill Evans 
279 VanVoorhis Avenue 

Mr. Evans commented on the direction of the 
budget as “a breath of fresh air” and that cost 
controls are in place.  He also suggested that an 
additional piece of information to consider 
including are the numbers for a budget-to-
budget rollover along with the numbers for the 
2.6% increase. 

 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Mr. Crane directed his report to the West Irondequoit community.  He commended the WI 
community for their dedication to our kids.  He read from an e-mail he received earlier in the 
evening opting their children out of the upcoming standardized tests, but thanking the 
District for the great education and for refusing to administer the stand alone field tests.  Mr. 
Crane shared that to date we have more than 300 refusals/opt outs and parents are inquiring 
about what happens to the District when they opt out their children from these tests.  Mr. 
Crane then explained the difference between standardized tests vs. stand-alone field tests.  
Mr. Ertel then shared information about how participation rates influence Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) calculations.  He shared the “targets and rules” along with how NYSED 
calculates the participation rate and the consequences for not making AYP.  Lastly, he 
reviewed the impact that opting out has on teachers.  Mrs. Finter shared that the NYS 
computer based testing scheduled to begin in 2015-16 has been pushed back.  Mrs. Finter 
continued to share that PARCC has been working with NYSED to pilot field tests.  While 
NYS has not decided whether they will adopt the PARCC Assessment, they were looking for 
schools who may wish to pilot tests.  Four of our schools volunteered to pilot but only one 
was chosen.  Dake was selected to participate in the Literacy Analysis test that a maximum 
of 30 students would pilot.  Mr. Crane concluded the report by sharing with Dake parents 
that they would be hearing from Mr. Schrage with additional information. 

 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

No Report. 
 
REPORTS OF LEADERSHIP STAFF 

Personnel 
Resignations/Appointments/Other 
Dr. Terranova reviewed the April 23, 2015 Personnel Agenda. 
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Business 
Facilities Committee 
Mr. Brennan reported that a Facilities Committee Meeting will be scheduled to discuss work 
to begin at the Pinegrove facility. 
 
Audit Committee 
No Report. 
 
Approval of the Recommendation of the Committee on Special Education  
Committee on Special Education 
Upon motion by Mrs. Crowder with a second by Mr. Seeley the following resolution was 
offered: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the recommendations dated April 9, 2015 of the Committee on 
Special Education for the 2014-15 and 2015-16 school years be approved as presented. 

Motion Carried: 6-0-0 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
A. Proposed Field Trip   

1. Camp Cutler, Naples, NY – Iroquois School 
Upon motion by Mrs. Crowder with a second by Mrs. Burns the following resolution 
was offered: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the field trip for Iroquois Outdoor Education to Camp 
Cutler, Naples, NY, June 18-19, 2015, at an estimated cost of $25 per student, $400 
from the PTSA, and $1,500 from the District be approved as presented. 

Motion Carried: 6-0-0 
 

2. NYSFL Championship Tournament, Oneonta, NY 
Upon motion by Mrs. Crowder with a second by Mr. Vay the following resolution 
was offered: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the field trip to SUNY Oneonta for the Speech and Debate 
Club to participate in the NYSFL Championship Tournament on April 24-26, 2015, 
at an estimated cost of $206.00 per student, and at no cost to the District be approved 
as presented. 

Motion Carried: 6-0-0 
 

ROUTINE 
Reports/Correspondence 
Mr. Perreaud Mr. Perreaud shared that he recently spoke with a media person who was 

sharing the two sides of opting out.  Mr. Perreaud commented that there 
are some things that you cannot opt out of in life but still need to be 
respectful.  Mr. Perreaud also proposed that we invite retiring MCSBA 
Executive Director Jody Siegle to one of our meetings. 
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Mrs. Burns Mrs. Burns reported that she attended the Drowsy Chaperone, the 

Colebrook Open House and the MCSBA Legislative Committee along 
with Mrs. Cunningham and Mrs. Schultz and shared handouts from the 
various meetings.  Mrs. Burns also reported on the recent advocacy trip to 
Albany with the MCSBA and is hopeful that West Irondequoit may be 
able to rejoin the NYSSBA. 

Mrs. Crowder Mrs. Crowder reported that she attended the pancake breakfast at Helmer 
Nature Center and more than 370 people attended. 

Mrs. Cunningham Mrs. Cunningham reported that she attended the Seneca Open House, the 
Drowsy Chaperone musical and the recent MCSBA Legislative 
Committee meeting and was surprised to learn about the lack of staff at 
the NYSED.  Lastly, Mrs. Cunningham reported that she attended an 
event called Common Core Myth and Facts that appeared to be a one-
sided event in support of opting out. 

Mr. Seeley Mr. Seeley reported that he has been participating in interviews for the 
MCSBA President.  He also attended the Drowsy Chaperone and students 
did a great job. 

Mr. Vay Mr. Vay reported that he attended the pancake breakfast at Helmer Nature 
Center and the recent Facilities Committee meeting.  He also shared that 
the sliding door in the Dake gym has been removed in preparation for the 
new curtain door.  Lastly, in August there will be an update on all 
properties owned by the District that are not used as schools. 

Mr. Crane Mr. Crane reported that he and Mrs. Burns attended the recent MCSBA 
Albany advocacy trip.  They had a great discussion with Kathy Nolan’s 
aide and Mr. Crane believes that Albany is listening to school districts.  
They have reduced our Gap Elimination Adjustment by just over 60%.  
He also commented that what happened with the WICSD budget last year 
made a difference in Albany. 

 

Future Meetings 
Business Meeting  Thursday, April 23, 2015 7:00 p.m.  District Office 
Study Session  Thursday, May 7, 2015 7:00 p.m.  Dake 
Budget Public Hearing Thursday, May 7, 2015 8:30 p.m.  Dake 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 10:24 p.m. 
following a motion by Mr. Vay with a second by Mrs. Crowder. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

      Patricia Kelly 
      School District Clerk 

 
(Copies of all above-mentioned actions are filed with the supplemental file of the minutes of the meeting.) 


